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12 Theme

Oedipus the King, #2


Name:








Date:

Second Episode/Scene (566-932) Oedipus vs. Creon:

26. What motivates Creon's entrance at the beginning of this episode?  How does he respond to this? How do you characterize him?

27. Why does Oedipus accuse Creon of conspiracy?

28. How does Creon defend himself against Oedipus's accusation ?

29. What does Oedipus threaten to do?  Do you think he is

reasonable in some of his defense?

30. Is Creon especially admirable here? Compare his actions and wishes to

Oedipus'.

31. Jocasta enters the scene attempting a truce. Whose side does she support?

Is she acting as a good Greek wife? As a good Greek queen?

32. Read carefully Jocasta's account of her lost child which begins at line 765 and

then Oedipus' reaction to it. Does anything in his reaction strike you as

strange? Consider this especially in light of the almost identical story he

tells later in the same scene. Why doesn't Oedipus make a connection?

33. Pay close attention to Jocasta's denunciation of oracles. What does she

say and why might this be important?

34. The Chorus describes a wild, impious, violent man. Whom do they mean?

Second Stasimon/Ode: Strophe and Antistrophe (933-972)

35. What wish does the Chorus express in the strophe?  Why are

these laws so important and what is ironic about them?

36. In Greek the word tyrannos is a synonym for “king,” but here it is used in

conjunction with pride (hubris). In your opinion is Oedipus a tyrannical

ruler? Is he guilty of hubris? Is he responsible for his own fate?

37. What is the Chorus’ view of the oracle? What is Oedipus’ view of it?

38. Why does the Chorus threaten to not join in the sacred dance (worship)?

Third Episode/Scene (973-1142) Jocasta, Messenger, Oedipus:

39. Jocasta says that Oedipus “yields himself to any who speaks fear”.

Is this a common response? What does it say about Oedipus ? Can you

think of any current leaders who have had similar responses? Are they

sometimes justified?

40. Look closely at Jocasta’s prayer. Who does she pray to and for what?

What is the answer she receives?

41. At what point do you think that Jocasta begins to suspect the truth? What

is her response? What does this say about her character?

42. When Jocasta runs off the stage, Oedipus thinks she is afraid he will be

proven a peasant. Why does this idea make him so happy?  This is

a great example of dramatic irony at work, but does it make you see

Oedipus as clueless? Characterize him now.

